
Masks and Facial Coverings: The WCHD order from August 27, 2021 (and any other future
communications related to mitigation efforts) overrides/supersedes the mask verbiage throughout
this document (see below).

EMERGENCY ORDER FOR CONTROL OF PANDEMIC
COVID-19 Prevention through the Wearing of Face Masks in Educational Settings within the

Jurisdiction of the Wayne County Michigan Local Health Department

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that all Educational Institutions and all Persons in Educational
Settings must adhere to the following rules:

Educational Institutions shall ensure that all persons, regardless of vaccination status, in educational
settings in pre-kindergarten through grade 12 consistently and properly wear a face mask while inside
any enclosed building or structure of the institution. Due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta
variant, the CDC recommends universal indoor masking by all students (age 2 and older), staff, teachers,
and visitors, regardless of vaccination status Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools I CDC.
This refers to individuals providing direct and indirect services, including students, teachers,
administrative staff, other employees, parents/guardians, attendees, or volunteers of Educational
Institutions.

Back to School FAQs

In order to best keep you informed as we finalize our Back to School plans for the 2021-22 school year, we have
compiled the following FAQ document. Given the ever-changing health situation in the state, be sure to regularly
check the district website at www.trentonschools.com, for more information and updates. Thanks for your
continued support of TPS.

Sections in this Document:

Intro: How does Covid-19 Spread?

Face to Face Instruction
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Intro: How does Covid-19 Spread?

Health experts are still learning about how this new coronavirus spreads. The virus is thought to
spread mainly from person-to-person:
− Between people who are in close contact (within about six feet) of an ill person.
− Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes.
− It also may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that
has the virus on it, then touching their mouth, nose or eyes.

Can the aerosolization of cleaning and disinfection products spread COVID-19?
There are no studies that indicate whether utilization of aerosol products will spread the virus.
Can I get COVID-19 from a mosquito or tick bite?
At this time there is no data to suggest that COVID-19, or similar coronaviruses, can be spread
through a mosquito or tick bite.
Can the virus that causes COVID-19 spread through drinking water?
The virus that causes COVID-19 has not been detected in drinking water. Conventional water
treatment methods that use filtration and disinfection, such as those in most municipal drinking
water systems should remove or inactivate the virus that causes COVID-19.
Can someone spread the virus without being sick?
It’s possible for people to spread the virus for about two days before experiencing signs or
symptoms and remain contagious for at least 10 days after signs or symptoms first appeared. If
someone is asymptomatic or their symptoms go away, it’s possible to remain contagious for at
at least 10 days after testing positive for COVID-19.
How do masks work?
According to the CDC, masks are primarily intended to reduce the emission of virus-laden droplets which is
especially relevant for asymptomatic or presymptomatic infected wearers who feel well and may be unaware of
their infectiousness to others, and who are estimated to account for more than 50 percent of transmissions.

Face to Face Instruction

What is the weekly schedule for face-to-face instruction?
Students will attend five full days of face-to-face school with a regular bell schedule and regular school calendar.
Will students be changing classes or will they stay together as a class?
At this time, we do not have plans to require that students in grades K-5 be cohorted; however, we will utilize
the innate opportunity to cohort when necessary. Students in grades 6-12 will move between their classes
over the course of the day. Students will be organized through seating charts, etc.. that will still allow for
contact tracing if/when there is a positive case detected.
What will encore (specials) look like for students in grades K-5?
K-5: Encore courses will continue to be art, music, physical education, and computers. Generally, teachers of
encore classes will hold their classes in their assigned classroom space. The exceptions may include room
availability, classes held outside such as physical education, or other situations that need a different room
assignment, such as a general education classroom.
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Will students be able to share manipulatives, communal classroom supplies?
Yes, but teachers will use their discretion for cleaning.
Will DCTC CTE classes still run this year?
At this time, DCTC classes will be offered this year. Students are expected to follow the COVID-19 mitigation
protocols of the district where their program is located.
How many kids would be in a classroom?
Class size for the coming year is back to the standard level. However, additional cleaning will happen in each
classroom and hand sanitizing stations are available for each classroom.
Are all staff and students required to maintain social distancing at all times?
Due to the physical limitations of classroom size, social distancing is not possible all the time in each classroom.
Students and staff are encouraged to wear masks and to socially distance whenever possible. Hand sanitizing
stations are in classrooms and daily cleaning will continue to occur.

Health and Safety

Are the COVID-19 reporting Dashboards still going to be available?
TPS  will continue to post positive case numbers on the District’s Digital COVID-19 Dashboard, found on the
District’s website. Notification of cases will be posted on the dashboards.
Will parents/visitors be allowed in the school buildings?
Due to the need to minimize the possible exposure to COVID-19 and maximize the need for contact tracing,
parents/visitors are strongly recommended to mask while in the building.  Parents/visitors will need to call the
school office and make an appointment to come into the building.  Health Screening will have to be completed
prior to entering the building.
Does the district have hand sanitizer for every classroom, restroom, hallway, bus?
Yes. The district has purchased hand sanitizer that will be available throughout the building in strategic
locations – classrooms, buses and hallways.
How often will hard surfaces be cleaned?
Desks and tables that are used during class will be disinfected prior to the start of the school day and monitored
accordingly as needed.
What additional steps are being taken regarding ventilation?
All rooftop and classroom VUV (Vertical Unit Ventilator) units are programmed for 20% (or higher) occupied fresh
air supply. We will change all filters as per manufacturer recommendations to ensure the filter’s effectiveness. The
classroom VUV units have a return air grill on the door that allows the classroom air to be exchanged with fresh
air. We will stress that no objects be placed in the area of the VUV door.
Are students or staff allowed to use the drinking fountains?
Yes, however, students are encouraged to bring their own water bottles and utilize the water bottle filling stations
located within the building.
How will common bathroom procedures and cleaning take place?
All sinks, toilets and urinals will be cleaned and sanitized using EPA approved (non-concentrated) solutions each
evening by Trenton Public School District Custodial staff.  All floors will be mopped and soap and paper towel
dispensers will be cleaned each evening using our sprayers and corresponding cleaning protocols. Extra cleaning
will be performed throughout the day and  follow similar procedures as the evening staff.
How will students be identified if they exhibit COVID-19 symptoms?
We know that there is an overlap between the list of symptoms associated with COVID-19 and other common
causes, including seasonal allergies. A student or staff member showing symptoms of COVID-19 must follow the
same procedure as any other individual before returning to the school. Students or staff with pre-existing health
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conditions that present with specific COVID-19 –like symptoms such as seasonal allergies may not need to be
excluded if they have been evaluated by a health care provider for those specific symptoms and the health care
provider determined them to not be due to COVID-19. However, if those symptoms are worsening or changing, the
student or staff member may still be required to be excluded and not return until re-evaluated or tested for
COVID-19.
What happens if a student reports that they do not feel well?
If a student within a classroom or in another location of the building reports that they do not feel well, the teacher
is to contact the office as they normally do. The student will be taken to an identified quarantine area in the
school, and remain there until they can be picked up by a parent or guardian. The student will be provided a mask
to wear while waiting in the quarantine area. The school staff will arrange for the student to be picked up from the
school and instruct the parent on next steps.
What types of Personal Protective Equipment will be available?
Additional masks, hand sanitizer, face shields, disinfectant wipes, and other cleaning materials will be available.
Will there be daily health screenings for staff?
Staff will be required to complete health screening each day before entering the building.
Will there be a daily screener for Students?
All students (to be completed by parent or guardian), will use the daily self-screening checklist everyday before
attending school, camp, or any other activity on District property. Please do not send your child to school if they
are not feeling well. The self-screening checklists can be viewed at the link below.

● COVID-19 Screening Tool for Families

If your student is experiencing one of the symptoms below that is unrelated to a known pre-existing condition,
they will need to stay home. They can return to school with a Doctor's note stating that their symptoms are not
COVID-19 related or with a negative PCR COVID test, or they will follow the current quarantining protocols
outlined below.

If your child is experiencing one of the symptoms listed below and has not been exposed to COVID, your child
must stay home for 24 hours and be symptom-free without the use of medication to reduce or minimize the
symptom before returning to school. If your child is experiencing two of the symptoms listed below, they can
return to school with a Doctor's note stating that their symptoms are not COVID related or with a negative PCR
COVID test, or they will follow the current quarantining protocols outlined below.
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If a student must quarantine due to exposure or diagnosis will they be able to (or expected to) continue to work
on assignments, if healthy enough to do so?
In the event a student is sick, for any reason, our priority is for the student to recover and get better. If a student is
able to, it would be educationally beneficial to keep up with their classroom work, which can be done via the
Learning Management System, Schoology.
If a student must quarantine due to exposure or diagnosis will there be an adjustment to the number of allowed
absences per semester?
Absences will not be counted against students who must quarantine, or who have tested positive for COVID-19
and must quarantine for the required amount of days.
Are you requiring quarantine for students traveling during the school year upon their return home?
The Wayne County Health Department is currently stating that travel within the United States, as well as travel
outside of the United States, does not require a quarantine. Please note this may change at any time as directed
by the Wayne County Health Department.
Will kids be tested for COVID-19 before returning to school in person?
Neither the Wayne County Health Department nor the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
require students be tested prior to returning to school.
Is the COVID Vaccine Mandatory?
TPS is not requiring students or staff members to have COVID-19 vaccinations. However, the CDC reports that
people who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 are at low risk of symptomatic or severe infection, and that “a
growing body of evidence suggests that people who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 are less likely to
become infected and develop symptoms” (CDC Publication, August 4, 2021).  In addition, the CDC and MDHHS
recommend that eligible individuals become fully vaccinated.

Face Masks

Are face masks required for students?
Currently, due to the current health order, face masks are required for all students and staff and are also
mandated for students and staff while on a school bus (Federal Order).
Can students bring their own masks to school?
 Students are encouraged to bring their own reusable masks from home and wash them daily when they return
home. It is likely that students will find the fit of a familiar mask more comfortable and effective. Families who
have children that prefer their own reusable masks may wish for students to keep an extra mask in their backpack
or in their elementary classroom in case the first mask becomes dirty or wet.
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Will face masks be provided for students?
 The District will provide a disposable mask if a student chooses to wear one and does not have their own.
What if my son or daughter is bullied for wearing a mask (or not wearing a mask)?
As adults, and more so as parents, it is our responsibility to frame mask wearing (or not wearing a mask) in a
positive manner. In many ways, it is a reflection of much more than just a mask. It is a life lesson in teaching
respect and tolerance for each other, regardless of our own opinion. No one has to be wrong.

Transportation

Will there still be transportation for resident students?
We will be providing transportation to district resident students who live within the boundaries for
district-provided transportation. Students will have assigned seats so in the event we have a confirmed COVID-19
diagnosis, those requiring quarantine will be as minimal as possible.
Will masks be required on buses?
Yes. All students and staff who ride a bus must wear a mask. Additionally, with weather permitting, bus windows
will be open while the vehicle is in motion to help reduce spread of the virus by increasing air circulation, if
appropriate and safe.
Will students have assigned seats?
Yes. In order to help with contract tracing and to limit student exposure with loading and unloading. Students will
enter the bus and sit in seats that are assigned. Students will load from the back of the bus forward. Students will
unload off the bus starting from the front of the bus.
Will there be hand sanitizers or disinfectants on the bus?
There will be hand sanitizer on each bus for students to use. All buses will be cleaned and sanitized.
How will bus riding and dismissal work for in person students?
Buses will continue to pick up students each day. Masks will be required. Hand sanitizer will be on each bus.

Food Service

How will lunch periods operate for students at each level?

Elementary Students- Students in grades K-5 will be eating lunch in the cafeteria,  and will be monitored by
lunchroom supervisors. This may differ slightly between elementary buildings.
Middle School Students- Students will eat lunches in the cafeteria during one of three lunch periods. Students
will be able to process through the lunch line and receive their free lunch and seat themselves quickly. Students
will sit in an assigned seat of their choosing for the purpose of contact tracing. Parent food dropoff and food
delivery services such as Grub Hub will not be permitted. TPS Food Service will make lunches available for students
who forgot their lunch at home.
High School Students- Students will eat lunches in the cafeteria during one of two lunch periods.  Students will be
able to process through the lunch line and receive their free lunch and seat themselves quickly.  Parent food
dropoff and food delivery services such as Grub Hub will not be permitted. TPS Food Service will make lunches
available for students who forgot their lunch at home.

Parents should consider packing easy to open items in their child’s packed lunches to reduce the staff having to
assist students opening and touching items that the child will consume.

TPS  Fall 2021 FAQs Last updated 8/24/2021



Will the students be served hot or cold lunch? Will there be an option for the al la carte?
Students will be offered hot and cold options and A la carte options will also be available.

Technology

What types of devices will students be using this year?
We will continue to be a 1:1 Chromebook district this year. Students will receive their devices within the first two
weeks of school starting. There is an optional insurance plan that can be purchased for each student at SchoolPay.
How can I get assistance with technology?
If you are having a technology problem related to the platforms utilized online such as ClassLink, Schoology or
other web-based instructional platforms, you should first attempt to resolve it with your teacher. For other
technology-related problems, or in the event your teacher cannot resolve your problem, you can receive support
from your school’s media center staff.
How will instructional materials, student work and assessment be organized?
A Learning Management System (LMS) will be used, which is an online platform that has all the tools you need to
create engaging content, design lessons, assess student understanding, allow for staff collaboration, and provide
ease of communication to families and students.

Virtual School Option

What is the virtual school option for students?
The virtual school option for K-5 students is through Lincoln Learning and our students in 6-12 will enroll through
Edgenuity. This opportunity is available to all students in grades K-12 ~ an independent learning option through
our Lincoln Learning & Edgenuity option where students complete their work in a self-paced, asynchronous
approach.  These students receive their content from a curriculum platform that is monitored by TPS teachers and
are assigned a TPS mentor teacher for additional support.
Will sports and extracurricular activities be offered and if so, will they be available to students who have
selected the virtual school option?
Yes, for students who choose the virtual option due to COVID, extracurricular activities are still available because
they are still students of their brick and mortar school.
Will my child still be enrolled in his/her home school?
Virtual students will continue to stay enrolled in MiStar as a student of their school.
How do parents make the choice of which option to choose for the fall; face to face or virtual?
Parents will make/will have made the choice for instructional placement through the survey that was shared in
the Return To Learn Letter 2021:

TPS Virtual Option Enrollment From

Can students switch between in person to virtual at any time during the year?
For the 2021/22 school year, the choice for instructional placement will require a one trimester/semester
commitment. Communication will be provided by building principals when it is time for a family to decide
whether they wish to remain in the virtual track or move back face to face.
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Athletics

The district will follow MHSAA guidelines with regard to running our athletic program for the 2021/22 school year,
the following FAQs for athletics have been written with current guidelines at the time

Will we have spectators in the stands?
We will follow all of the governor's mandates on crowd size. We currently expect to have full capacity in our
events. We will be selling tickets again and also offering family passes. Passes can be purchased at the SchoolPay
site.
Will competitions be live-streamed to watch online?
We are currently working on this with the NFHS network. We have installed cameras in the main gym and stadium
in order to live-stream those events. An NFHS subscription fee (that does not go to TPS) will be required to view
live games.
What do I need for my child to start practice?
ALL athletes will still be required to fill out the athletic forms as usual as well as have a physical. Athletes are also
required to pay an activity fee. Please visit the SchoolPay site for athletic fee payments.
How do I keep my student-athlete from having to quarantine?
Currently, TPS will be following recommendations for close contact tracing. Thus, if your child is vaccinated, or
wears a face covering 100% of the time, he/she may be able to stay in school (continue screening for symptoms).
Will we have clubs and activities with school?
Yes, similar to band and athletics, our clubs will follow any guidelines put forth by the district.
Will masks be required on buses?
Yes. All students and staff who ride a bus must wear a mask. Additionally, with weather permitting, bus windows
will be open while the vehicle is in motion to help reduce spread of the virus by increasing air circulation, if
appropriate and safe.
Will students have assigned seats?
Yes. In order to help with contract tracing and to limit student exposure with loading and unloading. Students will
enter the bus and sit in seats that are assigned. Students will load from the back of the bus forward. Students will
unload off the bus starting from the front of the bus.

Protocol for COVID Positive Cases

Staff or Student Exhibits COVID-19 Symptoms
If a staff or student exhibits COVID-19 symptoms, the staff or student must remain at home until:

● He or she is fever (100.4 or higher) free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing or other
symptom-altering medicines (e.g. cough suppressants).

● Symptoms have improved.
● 10 days have passed (depending on the type of symptom).

If a student or staff member is experiencing one of the symptoms below that is unrelated to a known pre-existing
condition, they will need to stay home. They can return to school with a Doctor's note stating that their symptoms
are not COVID-related or with a negative PCR COVID test, or they will follow the current quarantining protocols
outlined below.
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If a student or staff member is experiencing one of the symptoms listed below and has not been exposed to
COVID, they must stay home for 24 hours and be symptom-free without the use of medication to reduce or
minimize the symptom before returning to school. If a student or staff member is experiencing two of the
symptoms listed below, they can return to school with a Doctor's note stating that their symptoms are not
COVID-related or with a negative PCR COVID test, or they will follow the current quarantining protocols outlined
below.

TPS will similarly require a student who reports to a building with symptoms be:
● Isolated in a designated area, and wearing a face mask, away from all other students and staff members.
● The parent/guardian will come immediately to pick up their student from school.

TPS will similarly require any staff who reports to a building with symptoms to return home and follow district
protocols.

Staff or Student Tests Positive for COVID-19 (Vaccinated or Unvaccinated)
A staff member or student who tests positive for COVID-19 will be directed to self-quarantine at home for
10 days from symptom onset date; or from positive PCR test date if asymptomatic, and must be
symptom/fever free (100.4 or higher) for 24 hours before returning to school.

● If the parent or any other person living in the household of a student tests positive for COVID-19, the
student and any siblings/family members will be directed to self-quarantine at home unless they are
both vaccinated and symptom free.

When a staff member or a student is symptom free, they may return to school after 10 days have passed since
the date of his/her first positive test and he/she has not had subsequent illness. Staff members or students who
test positive and are directed to seek care for themselves at home may return to school when:

● 10-14 full days have passed; and
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● Symptom/fever (100.4 or higher) free for a full 24 hours; and
● TPS may require a staff member or student to provide documentation clearing his/her return to school.

If TPS learns that a staff member or student has tested positive, TPS will report the case to the Wayne County
Health Department (WCHD) who may conduct an investigation to determine who may have had close contact
with the confirmed positive employee or student in the prior 2 days before he or she showed symptoms, and
may direct those individuals (unvaccinated) who may have had close contact with the confirmed positive case to
self-quarantine for 10-14 days (depending on circumstance) from the last date of close contact with that staff
member or student. TPS may also perform close contact tracing and provide further guidance on quarantine
protocols.

Unvaccinated Staff Member or Student Has Close Contact with an Individual Who Has Tested Positive
for COVID-19
Staff Members or students who have come into close contact with an individual who has tested positive
for COVID-19 will be directed to contact their healthcare provider and self-quarantine at home for 10-14
days (depending on circumstance) from the last date of close contact with that individual, if they are
unvaccinated. Direct close contact is defined as less than 3 (three) feet (or depending on circumstance)
and face to face (unmasked) for a prolonged period of time.

If applicable, TPS will also notify any staff members, families of students, or visitors who may have had close
contact with the confirmed positive staff member or student. If a staff member or student learns that he or she
has come into close contact with a confirmed positive individual outside of school, he/she must alert their
administrator of the close contact and quarantine for 10-14 days (depending on circumstance) from the last date
of close contact.

TPS Quarantine Protocols:

*Please note that quarantine protocols are subject to change at any time and for certain circumstances, based
on consultation with the Wayne County Health Department (WCHD). Generally, the standard quarantine length
is 10-14 days with no early return option. In certain circumstances, quarantine protocol 2 or 3 may be offered by
the district.

*No rapid (antigen or otherwise) tests will be accepted, only PCR tests are accepted as evidence of COVID-19
positive or COVID-19 negative results.

Vaccinated Individuals:

Generally, if a student or staff member is vaccinated, no quarantine is required if they are a close contact to a
positive case. If a vaccinated student or staff member tests positive, the below protocol will be implemented for
quarantine.

Protocol 1: 10-14 day quarantine from symptom onset date or positive PCR test date if asymptomatic

Unvaccinated Individuals:

Protocol 1: 10-14 day quarantine (depending on exposure circumstance)
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Protocol 2: On day 7 of quarantine, may get a PCR test, if PCR is negative, then can return before day 10, with no
symptoms

*Protocol 3: If a unvaccinated student, chooses to properly wear a mask at all times (except when eating or
outside for recess/activity) and they are deemed a close contact within the classroom setting, they may continue
to attend school, while continuing to properly wear a mask as long as they are symptom-free. The continuous
wearing of a mask must be verified by each teacher they see on a daily basis for this protocol to remain a
possibility.

Confidentiality/Privacy
Except for circumstances in which TPS  is legally required to report classroom and building site occurrences of
communicable disease, the confidentiality of all medical conditions will be maintained in accordance with
applicable law and to the extent practical under the circumstances. When it is required, the number of persons
who will be informed that an unnamed staff member or student has tested positive will be kept to the
minimum,  in order to comply with reporting requirements and to limit the potential for transmission to others.

TPS reserves the right to conduct contact tracing in order to inform the staff members, families of students, or
visitors that an unnamed person has been diagnosed with COVID-19 if the staff members or students might
have been exposed to the disease, so the staff member or student may take measures to protect their own
health. TPS also reserves the right to inform staff members, families of students, or visitors that an unnamed
person has been diagnosed with COVID-19 if they might have been exposed to the disease, so those individuals
may take measures to protect their own health.
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